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SUBJECT: NPW VISIT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. EMBASSY HAS PREPARED FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
FOR USE ON IF-ASKED BASIS CONCERNING VISIT OF NPW'S USS 
NIMITZ AND USS SOUTH CAROLINA TO TANGIER SCHEDULED FOR 
JULY 17 TO 20. UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED BEEORE COB 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, WE PLAN TO USE THIS LANGUAGE AS NEEDED, AND 
SUGGEST WASHINGTON SPOKESMEN TAKE SAME LINE. 

2. QUESTION: DOES THE USS NIMITZ OR USS SOUTH CAROLINA 
CARRY NUCLEAR WEAPONS: 

ANSWER: IT IS LONGSTANDING U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY TO 
NEITHER CONFIRM NOR DENY THE PRECISE LOCATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. 

3. Q: ARE THERE ANY POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS IN THIS 
VISIT'S TIMING OR LOCATION? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 RABAT 03716 101117Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


A: FOR MANY YEARS, THE U.S. NAVY HAS BEEN MAKING 
ROUTINE COURTESY VISITS TO MOROCCAN PORTS. AS EAR 
AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THE VISIT OE THE USS NIMITZ AND 
USS SOUTH CAROLINA SHOULD BE VIEWED IN THAT CONTEXT. 

4. Q: IS THIS THE FIRST TIME THE US NAVY HAS SENT 

A NUCLEAR POWERED SHIP ON A VISIT TO A MOROCCAN PORT? 

A: NO. THE USS SEA DEVIL, A NUCLEAR POWERED SUB- 
MARINE VISITED SAEI EROM 20 TO 23 MARCH 1976. 

5. Q: WHY ARE TWO SHIPS OP SUCH SIZE VISITING TANGIER 
AT THE SAME TIME? 

A: IT IS COMMON POR MILITARY SHIPS OP ALL NATIONS TO 
SAIL AND VISIT PORTS IN COMPANY. THIS VISIT IS SUCH A 
CASE AND NO FURTHER SIGNIFICANCE SHOULD BE GIVEN THE 
SIZE OP THE VISIT. 

6. Q: IS EITHER OP THESE SHIPS ARMED WITH MISSILES? 

A: BOTH VESSELS ARE MISSILE EQUIPPED POR ANTI-AIRCRAPT 
DEPENSE. 

7. Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIPICANCE OP TWO NUCLEAR POWERED 
SHIPS VISITING AT THE SAME TIME? 

A: NO SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO THIS. 
NUCLEAR POWER IS SIMPLY THE LATEST STEP IN THE EVOLU- 
TION OP SHIP PROPULSION. 
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